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A TRIDUPE TO CUE S48DBTOREY

3 AUE8 in the ‘mnhandle of Texas & crop, which wman’@ little
the norsel yield Brought bLlg prices. in many instences faywore |
more then the triee of the lecd from one esre of malme, wimt . QOrR,
(ifirecorne Walle 1989 woa not ss good o orop yoar as INRE, ft "o
1 vory goods 1630 wes & falr orop year with emsh returns not so 200,
in 1031 the fenhandile of Texss end partlioularly the Yopth Flaine
Beed ons of tho greatest crops ia its hlatory. im the lakter pert of
oy 1931 wheat dropped to an ubbeliovel:le low co, finally solling below
g 8 bushels Trucks were waiting in linse se long as & Yelf mile )
benind welghing sculos in the Borth Funhendle and whest wan atescked on the
ﬁgﬁ in that pert of the country. One farmer, Ge 34 Lashley, had over
orty thoussnd bushels of whwat stacked in wind rows an rig faemes Farmers
vore sceroely sble to get cost of threshing snd realing oub of Lhelr ewhest,

- The sa=e abory wao ropoated ia the fall e oo wimter of 1981 wren 1%
case time to harvest walze, corn an? Meffiyrwcors, Theve veE wore grain
stpoied in the reeds snd in the flolde in the Nopkh {anbondle them there
vag to be in tha next five or six vesrs to SRS : '

ané

A

Boglnuing with the hizh srices of whest i 1988 wild dand boom
wes oteptod which by 1080 op 1830 hed rsnched bBig proporticngs The
antire north: pers of lgllem County wa® settied by Carcen Elnnonlton,
fankers sné moel estete sen teamed Into vartherehip, whiloh sventunlily
regulted In the muin of Loth clusses, “Theusands mg thouesads of aures of
landy, 8 Lot of whish should nevsr have been brosen out, vas turped unier
with trectors snd plowss The faplevent businese resched o new highe

The wintsr of 1981 wan felrly dry end In June 1988 thore. fall one of
the hamlost ralns thisx /sabendle Country hon ever sesn. it smounted to ,
abont seven inches oger @ largaterritory. The reln #14 very Jittle good, -
hapver, becanse 1t nersly BIt the grouns end pen off end ; rom & hat dﬂg may
A

t 3
be dated the oyole of kNerd drouth yeers which, as I weite this in 193 is
not yob bhrokens _ , ‘

10028was & very poor erop year ia te Worth Faphandle country. The
o gone anptacaces sndeotecendSEbn sepsiativg deves ood o one ot
£one unplentad, unpre , with vogetative sover in voms lnstanccs
hiad g‘m by heavy mmmg:'g _the drouth atricken flelds, The
sebting wos porfest for the dpematie sendatorms of 1988 n tho mesntime, |
Mﬁ reople had starved ont snd left the .am&%m-m bad gone broke end |
Just about everything in the way of tough Yok g 1 hepponsd fn that veglon,.

0 the afterncon of Pedruary 2, 1938, 84, Blohop Elmep 117068, .
Ctigrils Dyydgn end syself attemled o road meeting at Jus ayy about %ﬁw L
ulles from I lharte Yo left S,nrey ebout four olelosk in the afternoon end
‘eotlopd & b-Eutiful porple eloud seme two or thres fest high on the horison
the Xorthwest, e, of course, recc ized t:le o8 & northen or wind stor
e mgrvelod et ite speed. e yae elongside thie atork end &)} of
e sregod at the wonderful coloping wode by the Iight pearcing tiyough
 yolliow, bronwe end Lleok dusd, It wes ong of the most bosntiful ‘
As 1 heve ever witnessed, %o paced inbo Talhart akesd of the atoras




mﬁ ehildren in the o weunity wors out ga)ving exeitedly, som) of thum
soreaning that 1t was dapgeroua and ot ers were fantoning dooys snd
windows, As 1llustreted by piotures int his volume, 1 ahepped several
shots just ae fast a8 - could malke Lies, showing & a spped at whiech .
m sanistorm was traveling. Ko, ¥eoeloneld esch, coe of the editors F
of Fortune Hagasine, later borrowed these )ﬁibtﬁm to use in the Yoye
guber 1636 Ltasve of * Fortune Yazesine. The plotures e ueed were
snopped about 6130 otelock in the efterscon, ¥ithin sn hour the s torm
hed eboted consideradly and I went to o Hotawy program et t«hﬁ N ]
Hotels Strenge as 1t mny soom, the ¢lud attenden-e was heavy and thw
crowd enjoyed tho prograw very mol. VYpon coming out we noti that the
dust wos falllng *n oto, much 1lke & llght snow deifting down out _
of the . i mnmd over to the Tosan office, In fyomt of 1t was
standiing He lLawrense, Aqbort law, lon 04 Eclrorys In an ebtitude
BOre or lua of diagust I resaried, ﬁ; gad, I'm golng hoso and welts
& olassic teibute Lo Cthese sandetorms,

¥ discussed the ssndstorm?s possible effeot on the poo;»lc tmd
brought out the feot tiet they weore nodt nearly so bead se floods end
not :mrlg' 1) b@é as they had been pletured In papers in for off
gountries.

¥hen I got howe the ochilldren wore In bod and Hpa. Heolardy was
roading. The house wes [ with duet, =n¢ Cthe whitecover, mhuich
wan over the good on the tsble was nmi gur- rse ﬁaﬁmﬂ' et I
dlsusged the :pogram for o fov minutes and I told herel wes golng
to write nmt&im about the sandators an! went Lo my room ard nrushed
the dust from sy typowriter end desk, That wmas sbout ten otfoloek,

I tegan writing in &« soniegsorecstic mood ond found 1 could nok
k %ﬂ.vm: uood and 80 procesded Lo finlah the rough dreft of the
arkl end sait 4t vary ﬁmmizy end thon recopy 1t, finlehing st
12330 8a the noralngs

- 1 printed the tpidute in the paper the next end ShB pEper
was not off the press wore than ten mimtoes until effecte of the
tribate began to be felt, It orested o sevsation. Sows egresd with it,
aome thought 1t wis vory besutiful wrliting, others thoupit 1t wes
Jost cragu, 3t1l1l otbhera hitterly oritie M wa for m%ng wy taient O
préiss somsthing which wes so terridle. ‘

Hos Izzurd, Zditor of the Lnartilo ran 1t om the front pege
or nis paper and tte obthuy papers lmmediately bogun to reprint it,

A8 ¢lippings 1n thie volums will show, the. tritute Sy
wide and In addition to somwe of the pepers end mugmsines, 1% was
aimmwrmmzum%ﬂtamw%ma 3 mh:mamw
piled by Iate Floyense Be Gurng of 4 ebine it &lso ren In Teut Texns
Today, officlal sogasins of the Beot Foras Chaster of Comuapse, ond
:mmm & 20708 of articles 1;1 amm vaeln by Dovgles W uﬁw, Jons
%itohell and myself, imcluding euch toples ms oyolones, ﬁa&n
gindakorus end windse

 Une of the dvematic ssndstorms of whlch BNy THOLOZrAaphS @ PO uﬁa.
& Mght grey duster from Oklshome end Colorado, swept owver the entire
country, April 1, 1088,

The wost tereible of s1) of the smﬁstsm wee & blaok duster
. which mm; mmn tre Ferhendls of Tezoe, and fn fgob, alnced aiu




‘ aountrisg,. '

& Mght gray duster from Oklshone and Colorade, swept over the entire

- which swept acrose fthe lFurhendle of Tezae, snd In fyot, simced all

K

adl ohildren In the ¢ wrunity vore out go)oing exeitedly, som) of thum
soreaming that it was dengerous and ot ors were fastening dooys snd
windows, As 1llustreted Ly piotures in t his volume, 1 abepped several
ahoty fuat as fust €@ - could make Riheum, showing € e speed at whiech “~’|
the sandstorm wss traveling. No. ¥eeloneld .emeh, oae of the editors
of Fortune Hagasine, later borrowed these piotures to use in the Yove
auber 10256 fesus of Fortune Negesine. 7The ploturgs b used wore
snapped sbout 6130 otalock in the efternoon, ¥ithin sn hour Lhe ¢ torm
had eheted consideradbly and I wont to o Rotary program et the GuShun
Hotele Strenge as it may soom, the cludb sttonden-e was heavy and tiw :
orowd enjoyed the progrew very much, Vpon coming out we not that the
dust wou falling !m shoots, much 1like a llght snow dpifting dosn out .
of the okys I wallked over to the Teman office. In fyomt of it was
staniing He Be lowrense, Aqbert Law, Lou 0 KcCrory, In an ebtitule
mare or loss of dlagust I rewarked, “ﬁg gad, I'm golng hoso aond werlte

a classio tribute to these ssndetorms,

¥ discussed toe sandstormte possible éﬂ‘ut on the people and
brought out the feckt thet they were not oearly so bed a8 fleods end
net nearly a0 bted as tiey hed besn pletured in pspers in for off

Yhen 1 got home the childpren wore In bod and ¥Yea. UVclardy wae
ropding. The house wen EW with duet, «ud Che whitsoover, wuich
wao over the good on the tsbile was nmiw 20ys Hrse Holnwby wnd I
diwunged the :eogrem for & fow minutes and I told heral was golng
to write comsthing eabout the gendstorm an! went %o =y voom ncd Drushed
tie dust from sy typowriter end desk, That sas sbout ten o'olock,

I tegan weiting in ¢ sonmiegsarecetic mood amd found 1 ceuld oot
it wooll and 20 procesded Lo Clalsh the rough draft of the

s end eilt it vary corefully send them recopy it, finlebing at
Sa the moyalngs -

T printed the tridute in the poper the nsxt day snd the peper ,
vas not off the press more tian ten mimutes until the effeste of the ,
tritute began to be folt. It orestod ¢ sensation. fowe agreed with it,
sone thought 1t wis very desutiful w:mn%, others thoupit 1t wes
Just crasu, 3t111 otbera bitteriy critiolsed me for uslng =y talent to
prédss somathing which was so terridles ‘ -

Wos Izssrd, Zditer of the smarillo agtm ren 1t om the front puge
of hls peper and (Lo obthuy papers lmmediately bogen to reprint it,
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As olippings in thie volums will show, tie Sritute o far god
wide god 1n pddition to some of the pepers end megmsines, 4% was
lisked fn beok form in temes Upitews of Temss, & 400 volume o

piled by Dpe Florenoe i. Darse of & stine It also ran In Test Toxns
Todey, offlolal spgesing of the Byt Toxes Chumber of Comssres, snd
lsspired a serlos of articles in similapr veln by Douglas ¥ ador, Jous
kitebell and mysell, including sueh topice ss ayslanes, drouths,
gtndokorms ond windse : : |

Une of the dvematic sendetorms of wilch many (hotographs w.re made,
countey, Aprid) 1, 1088,

The most terrible of sll of the saondsberus wes & Blpok suster

T -




F)of the Scuthuest, om april 14, 1958, It treveled fvom 40 to 70 miles per

hony and probably moved woro dirt than floeds Hpst of the grusome dust
aborn plotures ulim by the newr sorvides b Bines v ave Mm;.

The continued dyouth, ust sborme ernd other sonditiome whleh brought
about & great deal of lowered rosiatance cn the pert of the people yesulted
in an unusually hosvy death toll the first six wontlis of 1988, in that
poriod &t I ltart thers wore V3 deaths sgulnet ¢ nopmal 68 for the yesr.

Inoluded su”thegse deaths wes that of As Cs Jobnson, one of the bast loved men

in ths Punherdle, former menmber of the I glsleture snd en cutotswding
eitizon and Manonle workers :

Thore were ten doatho from this  flu end .8t pneumonie in one week in

~ Dalhart eud glve funsrals 1n cne dayl Threeof thess I sttendeds &t the

\

gancluslon of that week I welked home Saturday sfterncon faeling wvery mush
1ike & person who was warching intc sure dooms =

 “at of the trisls mnd tribalations of tuis period case wy Last Yan &
Slub, wilsh wan orgenized me 012 lcoo's Last Men's Olub and the sesberahip
wan !.mnud to thare reop o wiliing to pledge thomsslves to stey in the

'mm;g of Texas watil the lawnt man,.

| ne mesbership of the clubwas approxiwately 100 ond @ large musber of
Pooplo sald they would like to Joim, but were afretd they might beve to
@:cave or wight went to leaves |

, Tive vmzwt of fine support manifested Ly the people aftes having
- mlgsell erops entirely in 2038, 1438, 1984 end 1035 and -ﬁﬂtﬁlﬁgﬂﬂﬁ%iﬁﬁ for
- thelr arop in 108) was marvelous. ‘¢ on the Dalbart Texsn o ip mOSE DONGw
.. peper sditors over the 'sshandle of Texes worked to bolster the sourage of

he people sud 418 everything noasible to prevent contimued spoE from

$hs bed publicity which wae being given up over the netlom, NewSpapors

hroughout the oountry were playing the dust stopame ez tOp benners emd

. gnalm; tmergency orgenlszations were being formed to coubat soll srosion,

of the gunistorme wae #0 torrific thet the dust was 11fted into the

. strabosphore and filtered down tm €héoage and Washingbon, vividly plling

~ sjitention of the Smat to the omditi:n exlating in the Southwests

. ®Avocated wholeasls evacugtion of the territory, snd oths s predicted the
o umee would be the Orest Atericen feserts | |

. ou gIess, tut to the faot thet 1t ple-od & big ravd

0 Ia 1987 or 1088, pevhavs esrlier, 1 was sssigned to write s story for |

likened 1t to ‘enutor Vest's sulogy %o the dog and 2‘;““’& W&? oasey

end parseversnee in a country that seednd 1t badly,

tloe ee reporters and phobigraphers fyom several blg papers and new: sewviees
wors in the Pehandls coverin; the story whlsh vesched natiomnl progortionse |

ntal exports and othors predicted our eountry was wholly in roin and N

ERR - groat plessuvre from The Tribute To Oup :f?@dtt@m wis not 1in m
- fine way in which It wes received Dy other writers and edltorn, some of vhom - |

BTN 44;';;;':;;;;,:.‘._.._‘;,,..._—‘.;«k.A«_.;;L_;.‘.w:..

_goveld Klrven, who was In business in fwarillo &t that time, sud thie story R

QM to do with & uew :low beling introdused inm Awarilio, which was bpown
a3 ths ong wey plow, This plow was sors of a dise aﬂﬁiﬂ which out & widg.

' the

svath in the ground, bolng wery shallow, werely killing sll the wesds, the
muleion end ve, mtim wiioh wes on top of the ground, Ths plow was Introe
aumg anld ;n"b volume of advertising as sometding that wae gotng -
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